
 

 

Description of Plants in the Kitty Todd Arboretum 
 

1.  Alder, speckled (Alnus rugosa)  
A small tree or large shrub common to wet places.  The name refers to the whitish 

horizontal marks on its greenish black stems. 

 

2.  Apple, wild (Malus sylvestris) 

Wide variability among individual trees can be seen, owing to the intermingled genetics 

from many old cultivars grown throughout New England in the past.  Wild trees like this 

are important food sources for many bird and mammal species. 

 

3. Arrowwood, northern (Viburnum dentata) 

This species takes its common name from its smooth and straight gray stems.  The dark 

blue berries are taken eagerly by birds in September and October, and in sunlight it 

develops a fine red or maroon fall foliage. 

 

4. Ash, black (Fraxinus nigra) 

Other common names:  Basket ash, brown ash 

Only one black ash has been found in the arboretum so far.  The corky bark on the trunk, 

much softer than that of white ash, is a good identifying feature.  When in leaf, its 

silhouette is also slightly more finely-cut than white ash.  This species is the most 

commonly used for weaving ash baskets. 

 

5. Ash, white (Fraxinus americana) 

Very common locally in damp, rich soils, white ash is one of the most useful hardwoods 

owing to its great strength, flexibility, and light weight.  It is also valued as firewood, 

particularly since it can be burned much greener than other hardwoods. 

 

6. Aspen, bigtooth (Populus grandidentata) 

Not well known to most people, but easily distinguished by the large teeth along its leaf 

margins.  Silvery spring foliage is especially noticeable, followed by clear yellow fall 

color.  An especially fine grove can be seen on the side of Mount Megunticook as you 

drive north up Turnpike Hill on Route 52 in Camden. 

  

7. Aspen, quaking (Populus tremuloides) 

Other common names:  Popple, poplar, trembling aspen, American aspen 

A common invader of old blueberry fields and other sterile soils, aspen “trembles” in the 

slightest breeze because of its peculiar leaf stem (petiole), which is flattened at the end 

joining the twig. 

 

8. Barberry, European (Berberis vulgaris) 

Though not as common in our area as the smaller Japanese barberry, this species has been 

spread by birds throughout Camden and Rockport on areas of limestone-influenced soils.  



A purple-leaved variety, with hanging yellow flower clusters in the spring, has also been 

found in the Park. 

 

9. Barberry, Japanese (Berberis thunbergii) 

This plant is a nuisance to many people, owing to its habit of spreading rapidly through 

open land.  Its dense habit and sharp thorns make it hard to get rid, but also offer food 

and protection to many small birds and animals. 

 

10. Basswood (Tilia americana) 

Other common names:  American linden, basswood linden 

Usually found in rich bottomlands, this large tree is a favorite of bees when its fragrant 

white flowers are in bloom.  Its wood is light and easily worked, making it a favorite 

among carvers.  In winter, its shiny dark red buds help identify this species. 

 

11. Bayberry, northern (Myrica pensylvanica) 

A handsome, dark green shrub with fragrant, persistent foliage.  The waxy gray fruits, 

found only on female plants, are used to give bayberry candles their fragrance. 

 

12. Beech, American (Fagus grandifolia) 

The smooth gray bark and tannish-orange leaves persisting into winter are typical 

characteristics of beech.  Its triangular nuts, encased in small prickly burs, are great 

favorites among deer, turkeys and bear.  In bygone times, the nuts were pressed to extract 

a high-quality cooking oil. 

 

13. Birch, gray (Betula populifolia) 

The whitish stems on this species sometimes fool people into thinking it’s canoe birch, 

but gray birch can be distinguished by its shiny triangular leaves with long-tapered tips.  

Other good clues are its wiry black twigs, bushy habit, and bark which resists peeling. 

 

14. Birch, paper (Betula papyrifera) 

Other common names:  Canoe birch, paperbark birch, white birch 

The showy white bark of this tree is its best identifying feature, although when young the 

bark is a shiny brown or bronze.  The easily-peeled bark makes excellent kindling, and 

was used by native Americans to make containers and vessels of all kinds. 

 

15. Birch, yellow (Betula alleghaniensis) 

This important hardwood tree is used for flooring, veneer, gunstocks, and as firewood.  

Its bark color varies widely, from yellow through silver and bronze; but is always shiny 

and peels off in tight curls rather than large sheets.  The twig ends have a strong 

wintergreen odor when scratched. 

 

16. Blueberry, highbush (Vaccinium corymbosum) 

Red fall foliage, followed by reddish, orange, or greenish-yellow winter twigs, are keys 

to identifying this tall shrub when it is not in fruit.  It is quite adaptable to both swampy 

or dry upland settings. 

 



17. Blueberry, lowbush (Vaccinium angustifolium) 

One of Maine’s signature plants, the lowbush blueberry grows best in sandy upland soils.  

The shiny elliptical leaves, usually turning red in the fall, are most often less than an inch 

long. 

 

18. Buckthorn, common (Rhamnus cathartica) 

A non-native species which has been widely dispersed by birds throughout New England.  

Reaching as high as twenty feet, this can be distinguished from crabapples and 

shadbushes by its shiny black berries and noticeably curving leaf veins, which almost 

give a quilted look to the leaf, and by the single thorn often found at the end of a twig. 

 

19. Buckthorn, smooth (Rhamnus Frangula) 

Other common names:  Glossy buckthorn 

Fruit is a shiny black berry, nearly identical to the previous species.  However, smooth 

buckthorn lacks the overall thorniness of common buckthorn, and has a glossier leaf with 

much less conspicuous venation. 

 

20. Bunchberry (Cornus canadensis) 

One of the showier native ground covers, this smallest member of the dogwood family 

has greenish-white four-petaled flowers in spring, bright red berry clusters in early fall, 

and dark maroon foliage color which persists through fall and winter.  The edible fruits 

are a favorite of partridge. 

 

21. Bush-honeysuckle, northern (Diervilla Lonicera) 

This inconspicuous species favors dry, rocky wood’s-edge settings.  The yellow flowers 

come in June, and in some settings a handsome reddish fall color will occur. 

 

22. Butternut (Juglans cinerea) 

Other common names: White walnut 

As the name suggests, this species produces a sweet, oily nut very similar to a black 

walnut.  It belongs to the walnut family, and though not native to this part of Maine it can 

occasionally be found escaped from cultivation. Like basswood, butternut also has a soft, 

easily-worked wood used for carving and shaped interior construction. 

 

23. Cedar, northern white (Thuja occidentalis) 

An exceedingly useful softwood tree that serves many different species, including man.  

Its foliage is a preferred winter browse of moose and deer; its stringy bark is used by 

many nesting birds; and its light, decay-resistant wood is prized for boatbuilding, 

shingling, and many other exterior applications. 

 

24. Cherry, black (Prunus serotina) 

Other common names:  Wild black cherry, rum cherry 

This tap-rooted species favors deep, rich soils; and when grown as a forest tree will 

develop a tall, straight trunk.  Because it is so prized as a furniture wood, most such 

specimens have been cut; it is now more commonly seen growing in old fields or brushy 

patches.  The eagerness with which birds consume its fruit, and consequently spread its 



seeds, makes it one of the most invasive trees as well.  It is often disfigured by black 

cankers on its trunk and branches.  To identify it, look for short reddish hairs tightly-

packed along the midrib on the underside of the leaf. 

 

25. Cherry, choke (Prunus virginiana) 

The dark red astringent fruits hanging in clusters at summer’s end mark this species, 

which seldom grows taller than twenty feet.  In late May, it has white flowers in panicles 

that hang down and look much like the mantles of a Coleman lantern. 

 

26. Cherry, pin (Prunus pensylvanica) 

Other common names:  Fire cherry, bird cherry, red cherry 

A short-lived tree which invades burnt land quickly, spreading both by seed and by root 

shoots.  Like all cherries, a scratched twig has a characteristic pungent smell; but pin 

cherry stands out in the glossiness of its bark, which is further marked by many short 

horizontal lenticels.  As one name suggests, it is a favorite of birds. 

 

27. Chestnut, American (Castanea dentata) 

There are five seedlings planted in our arboretum, which are growing slowly owing to 

some unwanted pruning by the deer that winter here.  Unlike the resistant hybrids 

growing in the breeding orchard on the east side of the park, these trees are straight 

American chestnut and will, in all likelihood, eventually be infected by the chestnut 

blight.  Compared to American beech, chestnut’s leaf is much longer and narrower. 

 

28. Cranberry, American highbush (Viburnum trilobum) 

This native viburnum will grow to 12’ tall. Showy flowers, bright red fruit, maroon fall 

foliage and smooth gray winter stems make highbush cranberry effective both as a 

wildlife plant and as an ornamental.  To distinguish it from European, check the woody 

seed inside the red berry—it will be flat, with no notch in the end of it. 

 

29.  Cranberry, European highbush (Viburnum Opulus) 

Other common names:  Guelder rose 

Very similar to its American cousin, but with slightly darker leaves.  Look for a pair of 

mushroom-shaped glands with sunken tops on the leaf stem to be sure of this one. 

 

30.  Dogwood, pagoda (Cornus alternifolia) 

Other common names:  Alternate leaved dogwood, Pagoda tree 

This, as its name suggests, is the only dogwood with alternate rather than opposite leaves.  

Its candelabra-shaped structure, shiny greenish bark, and prominent parallel leaf veins are 

other identification keys. 

 

31. Dogwood, red-osier (Cornus sericea) 

Other common names:  Red-osier, red-stemmed dogwood 

When grown in adequate light, young stems will be bright red, but fade to gray in their 

later years.  Clusters of white berries and white pith in the stems also help identify this 

species. 

 



32. Dogwood, round-leaved (Cornus rugosa) 

A coarse-textured shrub of rocky woods, with distinctively-shaped, almost circular 

leaves.  In shade, the stems will be greenish with purple blotches; but in full sun may be a 

deep purplish-black. 

 

33. Dogwood, silky (Cornus Amomum) 

Other common names:  Pale dogwood 

Not as conspicuous a shrub as red-osier, with reddish-brown twig ends covered with silky 

hairs.  Fruits are bluish-gray berries in flat clusters. 

 

34. Elderberry, red (Sambucus pubens) 

It is important to know that the fruit of this species is inedible.  It  bears red berries in 

pyramidal clusters, has brownish or orange pith, and has compound leaves of 5-7 leaflets.  

It flowers and ripens fruit much earlier in the season than purple or common elderberry. 

  

35. Elderberry, purple (Sambucus canadensis) 

Other common names:  Common elder, elderberry 

This species bears purple berries in flat clusters, which can be used for jellies or wine-

making.  It is the last to flower of the native shrubs with showy white blossoms, and is 

usually seen in rich, moist, sunny settings like roadside ditches.  White pith and 7-9 

compound leaflets also distinguish it from red elder. 

 

36. Elm, American (Ulmus americana) 

Despite the catastrophic losses caused by Dutch Elm disease, many new elms continue to 

germinate and grow to early maturity before becoming infected.  The characteristic vase-

shaped growth habit often enables identification from a great distance.  Closer up, the 

coarsely toothed leaves and stringy bark are the keys to recognizing younger plants. 

 

37. Fir, balsam (Abies balsamea) 

The “Christmas tree” smell will be familiar to almost anyone inspecting the needles of 

this evergreen tree.  Other sure keys are the upright-pointing cones and the sap blisters on 

the dark gray trunks. 

 

38. Hawthorn, English (Crataegus monogyna) 

A very difficult genus because there are so many similar species, but English hawthorn is 

distinctive because of its finely-cut leaves and abundant, small red fruits.  Spread freely 

by birds.  Though fully naturalized, this is a very good ornamental tree. 

 

39. Hazelnut, American (Corylus americana) 

40. Hazelnut, beaked (Corylus cornuta) 

These two species are a challenge to casual observers unless they are found in fruit—both 

encase their brown nuts in a papery greenish husk, but beaked hazelnut has a very 

conspicuously elongated tube extending well beyond the nut. 

 

 

 



41. Hemlock, eastern (Tsuga canadensis) 

This evergreen’s needles are very short, dark green and not noticeably fragrant.  The 

small cones, less than an inch long, are light brown when new and gray up quickly after 

dropping.  The bases of mature hemlock trees are great spots to find porcupine quills, and 

the trees are often disfigured or even killed by the vigorous browsing that occurs. 

  

42. Hobblebush viburnum (Viburnum alnifolia) 

Other common names:  Witch hobble 

A very common shrub in northern Maine but much less so around Merryspring, growing 

only in the coolest places.  Its wandering habit and conspicuous winter twigs (rusty-hairy 

with visibly pre-formed leaves surrounding next spring’s flower bud) help identify it, and 

in the fall its bright red berries change to a shiny black.  This is a preferred winter browse 

of deer and moose. 

 

43. Honeysuckle, Tartarian (Lonicera tatarica) 

Not native but commonly escaped throughout our area, this species (and other 

honeysuckles) can be recognized by its paired red berries that are literally “joined at the 

hip”.  A great favorite among large songbirds like robins and catbirds. 

 

44. Huckleberry, black (Gaylussacia baccata) 

This close relative of the blueberries can be discerned in bloom by the crimson rim on its 

cream-colored blossoms, and in fruit by the black berries with more noticeably woody 

seeds than blueberries.  Bright red fall foliage is enhanced by the tendency of this species 

to spread and form large clumps. 

 

45. Ivy, poison (Rhus radicans) 

Other common names:  Poison mercury, mercury-root 

Any serious outdoorsman needs to be able to recognize this variable plant in its different 

forms.  Though the leaves may vary greatly in size and presence or absence of teeth, they 

will always be in groups of three and somewhat glossy.  A real danger is mistaking the 

silvery-white berries for bayberries in fall or winter.  Notice how our specimen is both a 

ground cover and a climbing vine.  In sun, this species will usually have a striking red or 

yellow fall color. 

 

46. Juniper, common (Juniperus communis) 

Other common names:  Running juniper 

The low, spreading habit, spiny needles, and abundant greenish turning silvery-blue 

berries are keys to knowing this evergreen shrub.  Very common throughout our area; in 

fact, the only juniper one is likely to encounter in the wild and away from the coast. 

 

47. Larch, American (Larix laricina) 

Other common names:  Hackmatack, tamarack 

Maine’s only cone-bearing deciduous tree, this species is easily identified by its foliage—

light bluish-green in summer, golden yellow in fall, and absent in winter.  The wood of 

larch is extremely durable. 

 



 

48. Maple, mountain (Acer spicatum) 

Sometimes confused with striped maple, but lacking the vertical lines on stems.  This 

shrub or small tree is best known by its clump-forming habit and preference for 

cold,moist, rocky soils.  Stems are light gray, often ending in reddish twigs; fruits are 

winged and papery hanging in clusters.  Not commonly known, but easily found in its 

preferred habitats. 

 

49. Maple, Norway (Acer platanoides) 

At a glance the leaf looks much like that of sugar maple, but if in doubt break a leaf off—

a drop of milky sap will appear at the base of the leaf stem in Norway maple.  Also 

discernible by the very wide angles between its paired, winged seeds.  Not native, but a 

serious pest because of its ability to spread and ultimately shade out competitors. 

 

50. Maple, red (Acer rubrum) 

Other common names:  Swamp maple, white maple, soft maple 

Reddish winter twigs and buds followed by showy red flowers in early spring are the first 

way to distinguish this from sugar maple.  The leaf margin in red maple is conspicuously 

toothed, whereas in sugar maple the leaf margin is smooth (entire).  The trunks of young 

red maple are often heavily patterned with lichens, unlike sugar maple; and, in general, 

red maple will also favor wetter soils than will sugar maple. 

 

51. Maple, striped (Acer pensylvanicum) 

Other common names:  Moosewood, goosefoot maple 

A very showy small tree, often the dominant understory plant on hardwood ridges, and a 

preferred winter browse of deer and moose.  Young stems are greenish with vertical 

white striping; aging to dark greenish-gray with black striping.  The very large, hairy 

leaves are distinctive-- three-lobed, and very much like a goose’s foot in shape and size.  

Fall foliage in shade is a clear light yellow; fruits are papery winged seeds hanging in 

hop-like clusters. 

 

52. Maple, sugar (Acer saccharum) 

Other common names:  Rock maple, hard maple 

Orange fall color and delicate silvery winter twigs are two good keys to knowing this 

species.  Our specimen is in all likelihood a descendant of the large old maple thirty yards 

in the background.  Sugar maple is valued for its durable wood, used for flooring in high-

wear situations like bowling alleys and basketball courts; and, of course, for its sweet sap. 

 

53. Mountain ash, American (Sorbus americana) 

Not commonly seen in our area, but abundant in the spots that suit it (the moist woods 

around Owl’s Head, for instance).  American mountain ash is a handsome small tree, 

very apt to form clumps, which can be distinguished by its compound leaves with leaflets 

much longer than those of European mountain ash.  Bright red berries also mark the 

American version. 

 

 



 

54. Mountain ash, European (Sorbus Aucuparia) 

Other common names:  Rowan tree 

Not native,but widely spread by birds in our area.  This species will form a medium-sized 

tree, conspicuous for its golden-orange fall color and scarlet-orange berries.  Taller and 

more upright in habit than American mountain ash. 

 

55. Mountain holly (Nemopanthus mucronatus) 

This is another little-known plant that is fairly particular about its habitat, but that grows 

abundantly wherever it’s happy.  In habit it closely resembles both winterberry and 

honeysuckle, but the dusty red color of its single berries (honeysuckle berries are paired) 

distinguishes it from both. 

 

56. Oak, red (Quercus rubra) 

By far the commonest oak in this area, and probably the most important hardwood in the 

forest in terms of the food chains that begin with its acorns.  A red oak takes two years to 

mature an acorn; with good eyesight you can sometimes spot the one-year-old acorns as 

small pointed bumps on the ends of winter twigs.  Young trees have greenish-gray stems, 

but with age the trunk becomes dark gray with rusty brown cracks in the bark. 

 

57. Oak, white (Quercus alba) 

Many people would recognize the white oak leaf as the logo used by The Nature 

Conservancy.  The round lobes distinguish it from the red oaks, which have pointed 

lobes.  The wood of white oak is strong and very decay-resistant, making it prized by 

boat builders.  The northerly limit of its present range is the Sheepscot River valley, 

although individual trees can be found farther north. 

 

58. Oak, bur (Quercus macrocarpa) 

Other common names:  Mossy-cup oak, overcap oak 

Like white oak, this species has rounded leaf lobes and sweet acorns; in fact, bur oak was 

intentionally planted by Native Americans because of the superior flavor of its acorns.  

The acorns are nearly covered by the oversized cap. 

 

59. Partridgeberry (Mitchella repens) 

A diminutive evergreen ground cover with dark green leaves with telltale white midribs.  

The delicate white or pink flowers are followed by red berries, making this a handsome 

terrarium plant. 

 

60. Pine, red (Pinus resinosa) 

Other common names:  Norway pine 

The platy gray bark of mature trees is a good key to recognizing this species from a 

distance.  Its long needles (in sheaths of two) and thick twigs give it a coarser character 

than white pine.  The name “Norway pine” refers to this species’ abundance around 

Norway, Maine. 

 

 



 

61. Pine, white (Pinus Strobus) 

Everyone should recognize the soft, bluish-green foliage and distinctive long cones 

(which take two years to mature) of Maine’s state tree, which is capable of growing 200’ 

tall.  Its clear, light lumber is easily milled and carved.  The row of large white pines 

across the top of the arboretum is a favorite perch for crows, hawks and owls. 

 

62. Rose, multiflora (Rosa multiflora) 

An invasive alien species that spreads rapidly with the help of birds.  Few plants can 

match the fragrance of a mature multiflora rose—in late May, hundreds of sweetly-

scented white blossoms on each shrub will perfume the air for yards in all directions.  

The many, tiny red hips in open clusters make this plant easy to identify in winter as well. 

 

63. Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis) 

Other common names:  Shadbush, sugar pear, wild pear, Juneberry 

A handsome native shrub or small tree, with many closely-related species in the genus.  

The light gray stems, smooth bark and long-pointed winter buds are some key 

characteristics of this species.  Five-petaled white blossoms are very showy in early May; 

followed by purplish fruits taken eagerly by birds in June and July.  Fall color is yellow, 

orange or red; but never mottled. 

 

64. Spruce, black (Picea mariana) 

An evergreen tree commonly found near water.  Narrower and slower growing than white 

spruce, with shorter needles and cones with ragged-edged scales that will often remain on 

the tree for several years. 

 

65. Spruce, red (Picea rubens) 

Red spruce prefers the sun, wind and rocky soils of many upland settings in Maine (the 

“Black Row” of trees on top of Mount Megunticook, as seen from Route 52 in Camden, 

are red spruces).  It has sharp olive-green needles, and the new twigs on young trees are 

reddish-brown.  This tree is the main  source of spruce gum. 

 

66. Spruce, white (Picea glauca) 

Other common names:  Cat spruce, skunk spruce 

Each year, many people make the mistake of cutting a white spruce for a Christmas tree; 

and they quickly learn the reason for its other common names.  Its bluish color, especially 

noticeable on specimens growing in full sun or near salt water, is a good way to know 

this species.  The cones of white spruce are longer and more cylindrical than red spruce. 

 

67. Sumac, staghorn (Rhus typhina) 

The conspicuously hairy twigs of this species look similar to the antlers of a deer in 

velvet, leading to its common name.  Finely-cut compound leaves and a bright red fall 

color help identify it, and the dark red fruit clusters provide a good source of vitamin C 

when strained to make a tea. 

 

 



 

68. Sweetfern (Comptonia peregrina) 

Not a true fern at all, but a woody shrub with very finely-cut and fragrant dark-green 

foliage.  The fragrance persists long after the twigs have been cut.  This makes a fine 

ornamental plant which will spread rapidly on dry bankings. 

 

69. Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) 

Other common names:  Black alder 

A non-evergreen member of the holly family, very common in sunny,wet soils 

throughout our area.  Dense, rounded habit with dark, glossy foliage and bright red winter 

berries (on female plants only) make this native a fine ornamental. 

 

70. Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens) 

Other common names:  Teaberry, checkerberry 

Designated as Maine’s official state herb in 1999, this plant is a source of the fragrant oil 

that also serves as a topical pain reliever.  The red berries, which often persist through the 

winter, are edible and tasty. 

 

71. Wild-raisin, northern (Viburnum cassinoides) 

Other common names:  Withe-rod  

A handsome and compact-growing native shrub with glossy, sharp-pointed leaves that 

turn red in autumn.  The fruit clusters undergo many color changes—first greenish, then 

creamy, then pink, ripening to dark blue by late September and turning black over the 

winter. 

 

72. Willow, Bebb’s (Salix bebbiana) 

Other common names:  Beaked willow 

A small tree or large shrub found in wet, sunny meadows.  Its leaves are darker, broader 

and more rounded than most willows; somewhat resembling a tongue in both shape and 

texture.  Very prominent veins on the underside of the leaf help identify this species. 

 

73. Willow, pussy (Salix discolor) 

This willow is also broader than most in its leaf, and is most easily identified when the 

familiar white furry blossoms, resembling a cat’s toes, are waving in a March wind. 

 

74. Witch-hazel (Hamamelis virginiana) 

A spreading large shrub of the forest understory, favoring streamsides or cold, wettish 

soils.  Of special interest are the yellow flowers in October, which form a seed capsule 

that ejects the ripe seeds with an audible pop the following August.  When grown in full 

sun and rich soil, this forms a nice pyramidal specimen and has a handsome gold fall 

color. 

 


